Chemotherapeutic management of head and neck cancer.
The use of chemotherapy in patients with head and neck cancer is increasing. In patients with recurrent head and neck cancer, a large number of chemotherapeutic drugs have shown antitumor activity. These drugs are discussed, and factors which influence response rate and survival are examined. New agents and treatment, including specific agents for combination chemotherapy, are presented. There has been a search for new treatments or procedures in patients with previously untreated and locally advanced cancer of the head and neck. The results, including studies of combined modality therapy and chemotherapy after surgery, are discussed. Chemotherapy in tumor of the salivary glands is briefly discussed, followed by an examination of intra-arterial therapy.